ix.]                               Car not.                               301

seems to have shown no particular taste for politics, but in 1791
he married the daughter of M. Dupont, a wealthy inhabitant
of Saint-Omer, and in the September of that year, partly
owing to his father-in-law's influence, and paitly to that of his
younger brother, who acted as secretary to the electors, he was
chosen ninth deputy of the Pas-de-Calais to the Legislative
Assembly1 In that assembly he served on the Military
Committee, and was reporter on the murder of Theobald Dillon,2
and a commissioner to inquire into the military insubordina-
tion at the camp of Soissons owing to the report that the
bread was poisoned. He was re-elected to the Convention by
the Pas-de-Calais, and it is no small tribute to the sagacity of
the deputies that, among the many eloquent speakers of all
parties, this hard-working officer should have been selected
for many important missions. Some instinct must have taught
the Convention that he was a man of organizing abilities, for
as a speaker he was beneath contempt; yet on August 14,
1793, he was one of the two officers recommended by the
Committee of Public Safety to be added to their number, in
order to take the direction of the foreign war. It will be
shown later that Carnot does not perhaps deserve all the
praise which has been lavished upon him, and that he had
a peculiarly able band of assistants under him; but in this
place it must be recognized that he was one of the strong.,
silent workers in the committee, who, as long as he was left
undisturbed in his department, supported the other members
in their ideas in their own departments, and that he never
failed to acknowledge the solidarity of the committee, and
that he too was responsible for the measures which they
carried.

Claude Antoine Prieur-Duvernois, commonly known as
Prieur of the Cote-d'Or, was the other officer of Royal
Engineers who was added to the Great Committee of Public
Safety in August, 1793, for the special purpose of conducting
the war, and became Carnot's principal assistant. He was

1 Lecesiie's Arras sous la Revolution, vol. i. pp. 1*78, 179,
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